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warned the Russian Foreign Minister, Sazonov : " You
have only one tiling left to do—to take in hand the crea-
tion of a military force in China, to make of it a rampart
against Japanese aggression. . . . If Russia does not take
this matter in hantl, Japan will set about the reconstruc-
tion of China, and then Russia will lose once for all her
Far Eastern dominions and, together with that, her access
to the Pacific." The constant series of frontier incidents
in the Far East is a running commentary on this menace ;
and it must be remembered that after pushing back what
was practically the Russian frontier to the river Amur,
and robbing the Trans-Siberian of its significance as a
world transit line, the Japanese Government continues
to contest the revised frontier and even claims that it
should be demilitarized, which includes the new cir-
cuitous route of the Trans-Siberian along the Amur.
A number of more threatening indications have
appeared in the last few years and have not received any
convincing denial. We have read in responsible journals
of military conversations between Germany and Poland,
between Germany and Finland, between Germany and
Japan, and even between Japan and Poland, and even of
a Japanese offer to re-equip the Roumanian army, and
to set up munition factories in Roumania under the
supervision of Japanese experts.1 Is it surprising that
Moscow should be anxious ? The latest indications of
this anxiety are recent and striking. Stalin has expressed
to Mr. Roy Howard a the view that the danger is
1	Daily Telegraph, June 13,1934.
2	On March i, 1936, Stalin received Mr. Roy Howard, Chairman
of the American press syndicate " Skripps-Howard Newspapers."
The interview was published in Izvestia, March 5,1936, and is available
in English in the Moscow Daily News, March 5,1936.
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